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procedure as well as a form of literature is needed to be refuted as the
questions of what is literature and religion? and how these factors have
influence the development of Chinese popular culture.

As the first step to explain this transformation of Mulien culture, this

article has cautiously separated Mulien culture into two distinctive stagesan
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elaboration of its origination and subsequently the alteration periods. And, in

more detail, this article specifically tries to answer the alteration periods or
development of Mulien culture into two distinctive areas often called as ritual
opera and literature. Therefore, this article should be regarded as an approach
to settle confronted questions of double-faced interpretation for one particular
phenomenon which has had revealed two different perspectives to the peoples
who have approached this phenomenon into two different points of view H—HAf
known as ritual opera and literature regarding this particular cultural event.
For those reasons, this article tries to dwell a bit more into the dangers
involved in the lopsided interpretation of certain texts and the hasty
conclusions of a phenomenon which could have much wider and deep
interpretations in its true nature. Therefore, this article is devoted to carefully
sort out some potential discrepancies and lopsided inception of this culture
movement known as Mulien culture in order to propose many other valuable

interpretations which could bring this argument into an another level.
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[Abstract]

The Visible Parole; Reception and
Influence of Chinese Vernacular Narrative
in Korea and Japan

Emanuel Pastreich

The intellectual traditions of Korea and Japan had adopted literary Chinese
as a transparent universal language which was resistant to historical change
and infused legitimacy into the topics it treated. With the explosion of
printing in the late Ming Dynasty and the rise of Chinese intellectuals who
defended popular literature in the 17th century, ro.«<o<9., Chinese vernacular
novels entered Korea and Japan in large numbers from the 17th century on
and were widely read.

In both Korea and Japan exposure to Chinese vemacular novels led to a
complete reevaluation of status of vemacular literature in general. Korean and
Japanese intellectuals saw in Chinese vernacular narrative a form of writing
that had the full authority of the Chinese tradition, but which treated the
quotidian experience of men and employed vemacular expressions.

The first attempts to expand the range of the concept of literature so as to
include indigenous vemacular writings was linked to the reception of the
alien vernacular Chinese in both Korea and Japan. Moreover, Korean and
Japanese writers employed Chinese vemacular writings within their own
compositions.



